; it includes the most recent knowledge in nuclear medicine, and an improvement has also been made in iconography, reflecting the better quality produced by newer diagnostic tools and more appropriated acquisition techniques.
describing the concept of pathophysiology and providing a brief overview of molecular and cellular biology. The third chapter more specifically introduces the field of nuclear medicine, describing the general mechanisms that modulate the localization of radiopharmaceuticals. For this purpose, Tables 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3 are particularly useful, summarizing the most diffuse radiopharmaceuticals for diagnosis and therapy and their uptake mechanisms. Strictly clinical discussion begins with the fourth chapter, "Inflammation," which, after describing the general mechanisms underlying inflammatory processes, explores the topic of analyzing inflammatory phenomena related to the main organs and tissues. The core of the book consists of the next 15 chapters, which deal with the pathophysiologic bases of nuclear medicine, separately discussing each apparatus. All chapters have a similar format, consisting of a first part that describes the specific systemic pathophysiology, followed by a second part that describes the associated nuclear medicine procedures. The clinical applications of nuclear medicine therefore cover every major organ system and relate the basic knowledge of anatomy, physiology and pathology to the clinical utilization of various scintigraphic modalities. A special mention has to be given to chapters 11 and 12, dedicated to nuclear oncology. In these pages, most important tumors are treated, beginning with phenomena underlying oncogenesis and then describing corresponding diagnostic techniques. The text ends with two chapters providing brief notes on radioiodine therapy and on the effects of ionizing radiations on human tissues, respectively.
The clear language, the wealth of images and tables, and the rigorous approach makes this text mandatory for residents in nuclear medicine, who may be stimulated to create solid bases in their future profession. Furthermore, the book is suitable for an audience of experts, as well as doctors, researchers and students who wish to approach the world of nuclear medicine.
